
 
 

SHELDON KEEFE 
 

Q. (Lance Hornby, Toronto Sun): When you see Travis Dermott have that big shot block late overtime, 
does that sort of reinforce young guys on this team really have to prove themselves in this series that 
they’re ready to take the next step? 
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Well I think we’ve seen a lot of little moments inside of every game that have shown 
the urgency that is required this time of year. I think we have more than enough guys that have been in 
these types of situations before as a group, although it’s changed a lot over the years, there are enough 
guys who’ve been through this together that are looking to leave it all out there to take the next step. 
 
Q. (Chris Johnston, Sportsnet): What have you liked or appreciated most about Auston’s performance 
through four games this series? 
 
SHELDON KEEFE: I just think his commitment defensively has really just been off the charts, how 
competitive he’s been, his tracking coming back to our end, blocking shots and getting into lanes, just 
doing a lot of little things that don’t necessarily show up on the scoresheet or anything like that. He’s not 
doing it for recognition or anything, he’s doing it because it’s what’s required to win. He’s really taken a 
massive step there in that regard and not just now, it was really starting to come before the pause in that 
regard. He’s carried it forward and, in fact, found another level. 
 
Q. (Mark Masters, TSN): How much of this time of year, playoffs at any level, about mental strength, 
mental toughness versus the X’s and O’s?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: I really think that’s what it’s about. Especially when you get to this point in the series 
where you really know your opponent, you know what the games are going to be like in terms of the 
structure and the different pieces. It really just comes down to staying with it. No greater example than 
what we had the other night really in both really games three and four, just the fact it’s not over until it 
ends at the buzzer. That resiliency and the mental toughness and all that stuff is what comes to the 
forefront at this time.  
 
Q. (Greg Ross, CBC): How closely is the team following what fans are doing and how fans are watching 
these games? Is that something that can motivate the team? Is that something you’re keeping tabs on?   
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Not necessarily something I’m keeping tabs on. I don’t know what the players 
connection to that really is. Obviously, we miss the fact that our fans aren’t with us, whether it’s when 
we’re at home in our own building, filling the building, but even when we’re on the road, the support that 
we get both in the building, around our hotel, around the arena, you feel that. Even though they aren’t 
here and present we recognize that we have a lot of people behind us and a lot of people pushing for us. 
We recognize at the same time we’ve got great responsibility here; we need to take a step as a team and 
we’ve got a great chance to do that today. We’ve earned the opportunity to be here and we want to take 
advantage and push through this.  
 
Q. (Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun): Have you ever been part of a series that has had these types of 
momentum swings in it in a compacted span of time?  
 



SHELDON KEEFE: You know what, Terry, I probably have in different ways. Not quite the three goal 
swings that we had in game three and four, but each playoff series is filled with its own momentum 
swings and they happen in different forms. I said it before this all started that it’s the best part of this time 
of year, managing those emotions, feeling those emotions. You know the way we felt after game three 
contrasted by the way we felt after game four. For all that to happen in a 24-hour period is incredible. It’s 
both the best and most challenging time of these playoff series and this time of year. It feels weird to say 
this time of year, of course. That’s what it’s all about and all those things come together here today. 
 
Q. (Luke Fox, Sportsnet): I wanted to see how Jake Muzzin was doing and if you were able to get his 
reaction to game four?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Jake is doing well in the sense that he’s finally got a little bit of freedom. I think he left 
his hotel room this morning for the first time. He actually got out on the ice and got a little skate in this 
morning so that’s obviously very positive considering what he’d been through. We’re happy to see that, 
happy to see him around our team today. Certainly very fortunate that he’s recovering quickly in 
comparison to what we were fearing for the worst in terms of him being on a stretcher and all that kind of 
stuff so it was great seeing him around our team and moving around today. 


