
 
 

SHELDON KEEFE 
 

Q. (Lance Hornby, Toronto): What might your lineup look like tonight? Are you going with seven D or 
what might be happening there?   
 
SHELDON KEEFE: I’ve made the decision obviously on that but not going to tell you here this morning. 
We’ll find out after warmup.  
 
Q. (Mark Masters, TSN): What does it mean to the team when you have John Tavares and Auston 
Matthews playing at the level that they were at in game two both at the same time? Just your general 
thoughts on how they’ve led the way from a leadership point of view as well.  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Yeah it’s big for us, we need all our players at this time of year to do their job and to 
do it very well. Any time you get two guys like that playing as hungry as they are, playing as committed as 
they are and they had more than enough opportunities to score even more than than they did but there 
was a lot of other intangibles their game that led the way for us as well.  
 
Q. (Neal McHale, Inside Hockey): How much are you expecting a team coached by John Tortorella to 
push back after a team they couldn’t be happy about in game two?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Yeah, I’m fully expecting they are going to be whole lot better today as we’re going to 
have to be better at the same time.  
 
Q. (Luke Fox, Sportsnet): How would you assess your team’s power play and do you have any theories 
as to why this series is the only one without a power play goal either way so far?   
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Well I think, probably like everybody, when the game ends the other day and you’re 
0-for-5 on the power play, you don’t feel great about it. You know that you need to be able to cash in 
there. As you go back to the video and you really break it down, we liked a lot of things about our process 
there. We thought we entered the zone very well, we spent a lot of time in their end, we had six very good 
scoring chances. The process we really liked and we think if we get some of those similar types of looks 
they will go in for us. As for why there hasn’t been a goal, I think the penalty kills have been good. 
Obviously in game one there wasn’t much opportunity for either team, and in game two the goaltending 
was outstanding so I don’t think there’s much more to read into than that. 
 
Q. (Kristen Shilton, TSN): What are your impressions on the third line so far, especially after they came 
out strong in that exhibition game? Kerfoot was just saying maybe they could be getting some more 
opportunities, especially in front of the net. 
 
SHELDON KEEFE: I’ve been happy with them, they’ve have had their looks, they’ve been good on the 
forecheck, most importantly they have been reliable defensively. We’ve been getting a lot of really good 
shifts, good effort out of them both on five-on-five and then Kerfoot and Kapanen what they bring on both 
the power play and penalty kill, Robertson on the power play. We’ve been getting good minutes from 
those guys and that’s important. 
 
  



Q. (Lance Hornby, Toronto Sun): What do you think about being the visiting team and being on the 
wrong end of the line matchup? And could you tell us what dressing room you’ll be using tonight?   
 
SHELDON KEEFE: As for being the visiting team, I don’t think it makes that much of a difference, little bit 
less thinking for us. We’ll just get our guys out as they’re rested and ready to go so that’s good for us, it 
helps our rhythm and our flow of our bench. We’ll obviously get a better feel for what Columbus wants to 
do. It’s not going to be of much concern to us. We’re dressing in the Raptors room today so that’s kind of 
cool and unique and we talked about that a little bit this morning. There’s been lots of winning that’s gone 
on in that room and hopefully we can get some of that to rub off on us.   
 
Q. (Mark Masters, TSN): What have been your impressions of Rasmus Sandin since Phase 3 started? I 
know he mentioned he took a while to get going, but how have you seen him progress?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: I think he’s done well and he’s done fine. He had a bit of a slower start through 
Phase 2. I think we didn’t have him quite up to speed as a lot of the other guys in Phase 3 given his 
circumstances in Europe and the quarantine and all that kind of stuff. He was little bit behind early, but 
this situation really has nothing to do with that, we just believe in terms of the player that we’re replacing 
in our lineup in Muzzin, that Marincin is a guy that has some of the intangibles that he brings and we 
value. Of course we haven’t made any decisions on our lineup quite yet so we’ll see how that shakes out.  
 
 
 


