
 
 

SHELDON KEEFE 
 

Q. (Jonas Siegel, The Athletic): What did you learn about Travis Dermott when he was moved up to the 
top pairing late in the season?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Just that he can handle it when called upon.  
 
Q. (Mark Masters, TSN): What did you like about the way Travis and Justin were playing before the 
pause? 
 
SHELDON KEEFE: I just think that both guys were taking on greater responsibility. Holl had really been 
doing it most of the season, taking a big step in terms of his responsibility and his role. Dermott’s evolving 
and taking on more as it comes. It’s really been injury situations that’s given him more opportunity 
throughout the entire season and this is no different. 
 
Q. (Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun): What are the plans a little further down in the defence pairings? Do 
you bring in Marincin and Sandin and go that way or do you just bring one in? What are you looking at for 
tomorrow night?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: We’re still talking about it. We haven’t made any final decisions on what we’re going 
to do there. We’ve tried different things. Obviously we’ve been in a similar situation where we lost Muzz 
before and went with seven defenceman and all that kind of stuff. We’re going to discuss it throughout the 
day here and make a decision on what we think is best. Regardless, Marincin will go in for sure and take 
on some of that responsivity that Muzz had for us and make a decision from there.  
 
Q (Chris Johnston, Sportsnet): Can you tell us about what puts Marincin ahead of Sandin here and 
what have you seen from him in camp? 
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Well it’s less about camp, really. In this situation it’s more about we think that Marty 
bring some of the elements that Muzz brings. Obviously, he doesn’t replace Muzz and the intangibles that 
he brings, all those types of things. He’s a very important type of player for us but there are some 
elements in particular the penalty kill, the size and all those types of things, there are some similarities 
there in terms of what he can provide us and we think that’s important.  
 
Q (Dave McCarthy, NHL.com): When you talk to a lot of the guys and see who they think the most 
irreplaceable guy on the team is, Jake Muzzin is high on the list. Do you agree with that and what makes 
him so difficult to replace?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: What I would say is every single player is valuable and Muzz certainly is one of the 
most valuable and important people but I also believe in our game in particular that everyone is 
replaceable. We’re going to have guys come in and step up and continue rolling as a team.  
 
Q. (Mark Masters, TSN): What did you like about the Rielly-Ceci pairing in game 2? 
 
  



SHELDON KEEFE: I thought they moved the puck a lot more efficiently. Morgan in particular was really 
sharp. I think he made some adjustments form game one to game two that really helped that pairing a lot 
and helped our team as a result. I thought we played a really good team game that really helped 
everybody. 


