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Q. (Kristen Shilton, TSN): Nick was just out here talking about how he felt last night proved to himself 
that he can keep up at this level. I know you spoke a bit about his performance last but where do you see 
his confidence level at and just being able to feel like he’s fitting in with the level he’s at right now?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: I think he’s in a good place there. He’s not a guy that’s short on confidence. He’s 
shown that all the way throughout the camp, that he believes in himself and he goes out every shift and 
tries to make the most of it, every rep in practice and that’s what we like about him. As I said yesterday I 
thought there were some really good, positive signs in his play and that was another level of competition 
than what we were going through in camp now that you’re playing against a real opponent. He showed 
well in that sense so that was a positive thing to see from him  
 
Q. (Dave McCarthy, NHL.com): It seems like you continue to give Nick a really good opportunity, again 
practicing with the same line he had been with for a little while. Should we read into anything when it 
comes to that or have you made any decisions in terms of what you’re going to do with Nick on Sunday at 
this point?   
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Well obviously what I think you can read into it is that we continue to believe in him 
and he hasn’t had any lapses here that have made us second guess giving him that opportunity. Despite 
the fact we don’t have any more games here, we haven’t made any final decisions. I still have some days 
here to consider different things. As I’ve maintained throughout this, it’s more than just Nick here. We’ve 
got other decisions to make about other players and how everything fits and some of those decisions 
impact Nick. It’s more than just his individual situation but rather what’s right for our team and what’s 
going to give us the best opportunity to win game one. We’ve got some time to continue to work with that, 
we’ve got two more practice days, we’ll have an off day as well and we’ll finalize our plan from there. As I 
was saying, if you can read anything into it, it’s just that we continue to believe in him and give him reps in 
that spot.  
 
Q. (Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun): With Pierre [Engvall] last night, was that a performance issue with him 
not playing in the second half of the game or what did you see there with him? 
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Well it’s just we dressed 13 forwards. It’s really difficult to play 13. You know we have 
a lot of guys there that need to get minutes. I had to make a decision, I gave Pierre his opportunity early 
to kind of get going and Gauthier didn’t have much opportunity early on and then I just kind of flipped it in 
the second half and just how that worked out. Obviously with both having 13 forwards and seven 
defencemen there were going to be guys who didn’t play very much. It was important that it had to be that 
way because we needed to make sure having 13 and seven didn’t disrupt the players who needed 
regular rhythm and needed to get a lot out of the only exhibition game. There were guys we wanted to get 
into the 15- to 20-minute range and in order to do that, the extra guy’s not going to get very much. 
 
Q. (Mark Masters, TSN): What made you want to give Alex Kerfoot more of a role on the PK? 
 
SHELDON KEEFE: Well it was really just through analysis through the pause of looking at his play on the 
penalty kill. Dave Hakstol really took the lead on that. We had used him sparingly. Just looking at a lot 
closer at it we felt there were a lot of positives there that gave us reason to want to give him a chance 
early in training camp to expand his role there. If we can get him more minutes there it helps us a great 



deal having a centerman that can take some faceoffs and all that kind of thing to help us on the penalty 
kill is a positive. Just how he skates and pressures the puck and his reads of the play have been really 
good, so we’ve seen lots of reasons to continue to go with that and then if he can pair with Kappy like he 
did yesterday and just the fact they play together 5-on-5 and then can go together on the kill, it just helps 
the rhythm on our bench.  
 
Q (Luke Fox, Sportsnet.ca): When you went over tape of last night’s game if there was something that 
stood out to you, either a positive or an area of improvement that you didn’t catch in real time?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: I think that the things that I thought were positive, just in terms of how we worked to 
come back to our end, a lot of times there might have been some issues with some of our reads and 
some of our details defensively but we had enough people in good to break up plays and we protected 
our net fairly well as a result and that’s a priority for us. Then a lot of the other things that I thought 
weren’t very good, weren’t very good. In that exhibition game, we knew it wasn’t going to be perfect but 
the areas we’ve been focusing on the most, we saw some positive signs in.  
 
Q (Mark Masters, TSN): What has been your assessment of Rielly and Dermott when they’ve been out 
together? What’s your comfort level with them as a pairing?  
 
SHELDON KEEFE: I think they’ve done fine. I don’t know the sample size is large enough yet to make 
any real, final determinations. What we’ve seen throughout this, and it started in Phase 2 with the number 
of reps that we were able to get Derms on the over the course of three or four weeks playing on the right 
side and practicing on the right side, that he’s comfortable to play there at any time. We feel like if we 
want to make a change or need to make a change or whatever the case might be. It gives us increased 
flexibility and gives him further opportunity to move up the lineup. 


